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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 143 


[Abstract:] Relative to the revision in the instructions and regulations... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
December 18, 1886 


Sir 


In regard to any revision in the “Instructions & Regulations in relation to the Transaction 
of business” in the Mints & Assay Offices”- and more particularly in reference to the tariff of 
Charges. I would make the following suggestions, as well as the reasons for such suggestions. 


Parting. — Parting Gold & Silver, or refining Gold (page 6) reads “over 100 M. base 
metal, additional 1 cent”. 


I would also have over 250 M. base metal 2 cents. — for the reason, the greater the 
amount of bare metal (copper chiefly) the greater the amount of Acid consumed. Copper 
requiring considerable more acid than the same amount of silver would. 


The clause following reads ‘And in addition — on deposits requiring parting (except silver 
purchases) — 100 cents or 1/10 of 1 cent per oz. I would include silver purchases requiring 
parting, as the same operation is required to separate Gold from Silver, as Silver from Gold. 


Bar Charge — reads as follows “On bullion deposited for fine bars, not required to be 
parted or refined &c. 








Strike out not required to be parted or refined. — (impose a bar charge, in addition to 
refining) 


A regulation allows fine bars to be issued from the Mint, without charge in sums of 
$5000. — or exchanged for value for value. I would suggest that smaller amounts be exchanged in 
the same way, when coin of full weight is presented, - but in all cases I would impose a regular 
charge for such transaction. The charge the same as if the bullion were refined and made into 
bars. For in preparing the bars for commercial purposes far more labor is expended in the 
refining of such Gold, than would be in the ordinary course of minting work, i.e. for coinage. - 
As well as the subsequent work on said bars. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


